REVIEY COIMMITIEER DECTIION

R, €, PILE NO, 82

Stockion Division Grlewvance FNo, 4 - Voliage Testers Talking Read-
ings Alone on Circults of More Than 750 Volls,

SURJECT OF GRISVANCE:

Toltage tssteras in the Division secure in the field current aand
voltoge readings for ersa studics on slectiric dlstribution systems ranging
in voltage f‘rcsm 2,3 kv to 17 kv, In porforming these duties volitage testors
normally work alone talking readings as plenned and previously discusscd with
the taochnical section, Readings are taken in the 750-5000 volt mange with
rubber gloves or with a reading instrument attached to an lnsulated woodon
handle, In the 5000-17000 volt range roadings are taken with a tong ammeter
attached to a 6-foot insulated vwooden handle, Union claimed violation of
Contract Section 207.4 which roads ss follows:s "Except in ¢ases of trocuble
end energency work involving immediate hazard to 1ife or property an employee
shall not work alone dangerously near live lines of mors than 750 volis, "
The Division contended that voltazge testers in performing reading dutiss ere
not working dengerously near primery clircults,

STATE ENT AND DECISION:

Several facts wexe brought up in this cass whioh indicate that
Stockton Division voltage testers ere not required to work alone dangerously
near live lines of more than 750 volts, For example, only qualified employees
with a thorough knowledge of Company cperating instructions as to clearances
vihich must be maintained from high voltags circults are utilized %o take
readings, All voltage testers ave told that they need not teke readings
alone wien in their judgment they will be oxposing thomselves to the primazy
circuit, Voltage tosters are not required when alone to climb through a
clrcult of 750-5000 volt range to read a primary clreult gbove, Also the
Division has emphasiged that safely i3 a primary concern and that every
reasonratle precaution 1s taken to make ceritain thal vollage testers perform
their dutles in a safe and efficient manmer,

Undor these circumstances 1t is tho decision of this Gomn.tuea
taat Section 207 4, has not beon disregarded,
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