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R.W. STALCUP, SECRETARY

~ECISIONo LETTER DECISiON
OPRE-REVIEW REFERRAL

San Jose Division Grievance No. 8-418-80-5.
Review Committee File No. 1492-80-18

Subject of the Grievance
This grievance is based upon Company's continuing practice of assigning

employees in the Gas Mechanic's classification to set gas meters larger than
300 cu. ft. per hour. It is the grievant's contention that this work assignment falls
within the Measurement and Control Mechanic's Job Definition. Grievant further contends
that there are two (2) Apprentice Measurement and ·Control Mechanics at the Belmont
headquarters who should have been upgraded to the Measurement and Control Mechanic
claSsification and assigned to set all meters larger than JOO cu. ft. per hour.

The Joint Statement of Facts indicates that the classifications that deal
with meter sets are Service Mechanic, Serviceman, Gas Mechanic and Measurement and
Control Mechanic. It further indicates that there has not been a Service Mechanic in
the Peninsula District of San Jose Division since around 1965. The Joint Statement
of Facts further indicates that by letter dated April 6, 1967, and later reaffirmed
by letter dated April '3, 1979, the Division established the practice of assigning the
installation of meter sets over 300 cu. ft. capacity to Gas Mechanics with the provision
that if the Gas Mechanic observed any malfunctions during the installation, the meter
should be turned off. They were then to utilize the appropriate classifications
within the Gas Measurement and Control Group. The Review Committee noted that no
grievances have been filed, prior to this case, where these letters were at issue.

In view of the long-standing practice in the Peninsula District of San Jose
Division, the Review Committee is not in a position to alter the practice. This case
is considered closed without adjustment or prejudice to the position of either party
on the basis of the foregoing.

L. C. Beanland
F. C. Buchholz
J. B. Stoutamore
D. J. Bergman

By ~\~~ ~\\

G. W. Abrahamson
W. H. Burr
P. Pelucca
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IJW1zat.iOD 01 Gas Mech&D1c8
tor Ket.er Set. Work

At the ••• t1Dg held last. ftek 1:.0 discus chaDces iD the DIN
Pb181cal Agre8'lllC1t. and job det1Dit10n chaDges, certain questions
pc1;a:1n1 ng 1:.0 ut1l.1zation 01 Gas MeebaD1eator met.er and regulator
set. 1IOrk vere DOt eompletal7 an.svered. SiDe. tb1s Dle8t1J2g ve have
d.1acuaae4 th1s subject. with personnel in General Otfice Gas Distri-
bution D~t. The toUcv.1nI should he':p to clar1t7 SOl18 of
tba quest-lema tbat •••• DOt coapletel1' a.uwered. at the uet1Dg:

rna~_ployee. 1Dthe Gas ltfechaD:i.c elaasil1eation,
or -.plOT". iD other elaa81t1eat1ons who have been
au KechaD1e8 and have h.ad.experience 1D large voluae
_~ and regula.tion work, lI&1' be U1:.il1zedto
1Dat&ll aDdput 1nto opc"ation all t1P'ls at large
yoJ.uaeuter aDd regulator seU. Putt1Dg.such s4Jts
1Dto operation eould inclw1e1ZtT necesaa17 regulator
p".s8Ure adjustzllcta. It, during th1s operation,
recuJ,at.ors are observed. to JII&.l.fuDct1on, t.he •• tar set
"abould. be t.urned atl aad ~ I1eceaa&r7 regulator

. II&1ZlteDaDceor repair work should be done by ut1l1z1Dg
clua1t1cat1ooa 111"'1tb:1n tba Gu Meaaur..-t. and Contrrol·
Group.

':CI 'tJB1anucei
HFCart.er
JU11baan
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MESS1lS: I.. P. MUll
J. I.. ICLINGMA.~

At the April 12, Superintendent's Meetina, the question arose co~cerning
• Gas Mechanic setting large meters.

cas Mechanics can set all sizes of meters and regulators. (See Performance
laquiremeats Guidelines, Tab 3, Gas Mechauic, Page 4, paragraphs e.l and C.2.)

The only clarification required is, "What size or type meter can betumed
on by a Gas Mechanic?" The last sentence of paragraph C.2 states, "Large
elisplacement meters (rotary, CODDersvUle. etc., are turned on by t.he M&C
HachaD.ic." .

You should instruct your supervisors that Gas Mechanics can be used to install
all sized mecers and regulacors.

Until we hear differently, Gas Mechanicsmay turn on all sets as stated in
~ April 6, 1967 letter, copy attached.

·cc: JSenteney
JShirley
ICAr3go
A.'G:ezar
JBStoucallOre

..
".~ .


