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Subject of the Grievance
This case concerns the appropriateness of assigning Electricians to perform installation and
maintenance of the Company's SCADA system.

Facts of the Case
This grievance originated out of San Luis Obispo where Electricians were assigned to work
on the SCADA system. The Local Investigating Committee Report defined SCADA
equipment as monitoring equipment which allows·· remote monitoring and operation of
substation equipment. The Union grieved this assig'nment on the belief that the work falls
within the Technician classifications. The Company responded that Technicians work on
transmission voltage equipment and Electricians are assigned to work on distribution voltage
equipment.

Discussion
The Pre-Review Committee reviewed the job definitions for the Electrical Technician and
Electrician classifications. The Electrician job definition states as follows:

"An employee who is a journeyman and is engaged in performing all types of
electrical work. When he is assigned to the maintenance and testing of
impedance, carrier, and directional relays, he will work with and under the
supervision of a Technician or other higher classified employee experienced in
such work. His background of apprenticeship and experience must be such as
to qualify him to perform his duties with skill and efficiency."
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"An employee who, without direct supervision, is permanently assigned to and
regularly performs installation, field testing, and maintenance of protection relay
equipment, relay carriers, supervisory equipment, station apparatus,
instruments, remote and local control devices and associated wiring. His
background of apprenticeship and experience must be such as to qualify him to
perform these duties with skill and efficiency. His assignments may include
duties normally performed by a Communication Technician."

The Committee conducted a survey of management and bargaining unit employees involved
in substation maintenance. The survey results showed overwhelming agreement that (1)
SCADA falls under the definition of supervisory equipment or remote and local control
devices, (2) Technicians are the classifications assigned to work on this equipment, (3) no
distinction is made between transmission and distribution voltages, and (4) Electricians do
not receive SCADA related training during their apprenticeship. A review of the Apprentice
Electrician training guidelines confirms the last point.

Decision
The Pre-Review Committee agrees that Technician is the appropriate classification to install
and maintain the SCADA system. This holds true regardless of the voltage associated with
the equipment. Electricians may only perform limited duties associated with SCADA, such as
wiring and conduit installation.
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