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GRIEVANCE ISSUE: Company allegedly failed to recognize a change in residence
area for per diem eligibility.

The grievant sold his residence and purchased property in another area. Upon
the sale and purchase, the grievant asked for guidance in filing his new residence
certificate from his supervisor. The grievant did not have a structure on the
property. The grievant was living in his motorhome which was at the property on
the weekends and near the job site during the week. The grievant was in the
process of making the necessary improvements to the property to construct a
home.
The Company denied the grievant's claim that the vacant lot was his new
residence declaring that it is not a principal place of abode as required in the
Agreement. Subsequent to the denial, the grievant has made improvements to the
property, and has his motorhome on the property a majority of the time, and the
Company has accepted his residence certificate.

The Committee discussed this case and tried to narrowly define principal place
of abode. In this case, however, since the Company now recognizes the residence
as the grievant's principal place of abode and this issue raised in this
grievance occurs rarely, the Committee agreed to the following. The Company
will accept the grievant's change of residence effective the date that it was
originally filed and will make whatever adjustments to per diem payments that
are necessary.

This case is closed without prejudice to either parties' position.
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