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The above~subject grievance has been discussed by the Pre-Review Committee
prior to its docketing on the agenda of the Review Committee and is being returned,
pursuant to Step Five A(ii) of the grievance procedure, to the Local Investigating
Committee for settlement in accordance with the following:

This case concerns an employee's request for funeral leave, not to attend a
funeral but to stay home to meditate. The employee's request was denied. He then re-
quested the day off sick which was also denied. He was, however, granted the day off
on personal business without pay.

Notwithstanding the timeliness issue in this grievance, the Committee discussed
whether or not being emotionally distraught constituted justification for the payment of
"sick leave. The Company member of the Committee indicated that, in some circumstances,
the payment of sick leave may be appropriate for emotional distress depending on those
circumstances.

In the instant case, in reviewing the grievant's own testimony that he had
not known the deceased '"very long'" and that the custom in his family was to meditate in
those situations when unable to actually attend the funeral, the Gemmbsdese agrees that
the payment of funeral leave and sick leave under these circumstances would be in-
appropriate.

Based on the facts of this case only, this is closed without adjustment.
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