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Warren Scores Fanatics 

President Kennedy's Last Speech to AFL-CIO 

Chief Justice Earl Warren, in an unprecedented eulogy in the great rotunda of the 
Capitol, spoke out against the forces of hatred in the U.S.A., as he stood with the lead-
ers of the Nation at the bier of the late John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United 
States. 

Warren, former District Attorney of Alameda County, Attorney General and Gover-
nor of California, and now Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, is a life-long Repub-
lican. 

He has long been the target of the John Birch Society and other extremist elements 
who have called for his impeachment. BothPresidents he has served, Dwight D. Eisen-

hower and John F. Kennedy, 
considered him to be a great 
American. 

(Editor's Note: The American Labor Movement was ad-
dressed by our late President John Fitzgerald Kennedy one 
week before he was assassinated by a fanatic's bullets in Dal-
las, Texas. Excerpts from this major address to the AFL-CIO 
Convention are reprinted here as a reminder of the unfinished 
business before us as union members and American citizens.) 

Mr. Meany, Members of the Executive Council, Fellow Dele-
gates, Ladies and Gentlemen: The other day I read in the news-
paper where Senator Goldwater asked for labor's support before 
2000 cheering Illinois businessmen. I have come here to ask 
labor's support for a program for the United States. 

I am glad to come to this convention, and I think that the 
AFL-CIO, at this convention and looking back over the years, 
over this century—can take pride in the actions it has taken, 
pride in the stand it has made, pride in the things it has done 
not only for the American labor movement, but for the United 
States as a whole. It is no accident. I think that those who op-
pose what we are trying to do today could recall the comparative 
history of the years between World War I and World War II. 
The 20-year period from 1919 to 1939 was marred by an 11-year 
depression, 8 years of stagnation in the 20's, the farms of Amer-
ica, and all of the efforts which were made in the 30's against 
almost comparable opposition, and on occasions even greater to 
what we do today—all of the efforts which were made in the 
30's and later carried out in the Administration of President 
Truman, I think, have made it possible for us to have a far dif-
ferent history from 1945 through to 1965. 

A BASE FOR PROGRESS 
Those 20 years, 1919 to 1939, those years from 1945 through 

1965, tell the story of the progress which Franklin Roosevelt 
made in the 30's and on which we now live and benefit in the 
1960's. It is no accident. It is no accident that this country stag-
gered through 20 years, and it is no accident. It didn't just 
merely happen that this country has steadily increased in wealth 
and strength in the years from 1945 on. It is because of the 
steps that were taken in the 30's to lay the foundation for prog-
ress in the 40's and 50's and 60's that make it possible for us to 
meet in these circumstances. And our obligation in the 1960's is 
to do those things in the Congress of the United States and in 
the various States which will make it possible for others in the 
1970's and 1980's to continue to live in prosperity. 

DRY SENSE OF HUMOR 
Three years ago, and one week, by a landslide, the people of 

the United States elected me to the Presidency of this country, 
and it is possible that you had something to do with that ma-
jority of 112,000 votes, and I think it, therefore, appropriate to 
say something about what we have done, and even more ap-
propriate to say something about what we must do. 

PROGRESS IN CIVIL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS 
Here in the United States we have encouraged the peaceful 

desegregation of schools in 238 districts, theaters in 144 cities, 
restaurants in 129 cities, and lunch counters in 100 cities, while 
at the same time taking executive action to open doors to our 
citizens in transportation terminals and polling places, and pub-
lic and private employment. And finally, we have been working 
to strengthen the economy of the United States, through the 
Area Redevelopment Act of '61, through the Public Works Ac-
celeration Act of 1962, through the Manpower Development and 
Training Act of 1962. 

We have increased industry's ability and desire to hire men 
through the most extensive and promising trade expansion act 
in our history, through the most comprehensive housing and 
urban renewal act of all time, through liberalized depreciation 
guidelines, and through over $1 billion in loans to small busi-
nessmen. We have boosted the purchasing power and relieved 
the distress of some of those least able to take care of them-
selves, by increasing the minimum wage to $1.25, which is still 

YOUR Businesrmanager's COLUMN 
By RONALD T. WEAKLEY 

After writing monthly col-  lately, I met many people in 
umns for this publication for many places and I was amazed 
over ten years, I missed our at the confidence they had in 
November deadline. The main President Kennedy. In Argen-
reason was my attendance, tina, for instance, the impor-
along with President Thomas, tant names of U.S. patriots in-
at the International Labor cluded Jefferson, Line o 1 n, 
Press Association and the AFL- Roosevelt and Kennedy. The 
CIO Conventions. people applauded loudly and 

I had planned to write more sincerely whenever the name 
about my recent visit to Argen-  of John F. Kennedy was men-
tina because I believe that our tioned. Our readers can un-
members would be interested derstand this as a result of 
in how a union similar to ours what happened last month in 
operates in the same industry our own country. 
in another country. This can 	President Kennedy lies in 
wait. 	 Arlington Cemetery but as he 

Since the New York Con-  sleeps, we who loved and un-
ventions, the world has been derstood him shall be awaken-
shaken by the assassination of ed to the tasks he laid down 
President John F. Kennedy. for us as good Americans. 
The United States of America 	One of these tasks is to stand 
lost a man who will go down up and fight the extremists, 
in history as one who tried the bigots, and the un-Ameri-
mightily to shake the Ameri-  can forces of the far right as 
can people out of a deadly well as the far left. 
apathy. Only by becoming a 	President Johnson is a strong 
martyr, did he succeed. 	and capable man. He deserves 

During my extensive travels 	(Continued on Page 4)  

much too low, and expanding coverage by 31/2 million, which is 
still too little; by increasing social security benefits to men and 
women who can retire at the age of 62; by granting for the first 
time in the history of the United States public assistance to 
several hundred thousand children of unemployed fathers; and 
by extending the benefits of nearly 3 million jobless workers. 

By doing these things, and others, we have attempted to work 
for the benefit of our people, and I can assure you that if we can 
obtain—and I see no good reason why we should not—if we can 
obtain the prompt passage of the pending $11 billion tax reduc-
tion bill, we will be sailing by next April on the winds of the 
longest and strongest peacetime expansion in the history of the 
United States. 

Our national output three years ago was $500 billion. In 
January, three years later, it will be $600 billion, a record rise 
of $100 billion in 36 months. For the first time in history we 
have 70 million men and women at work. For the first time in 
history factory earnings have exceeded $100 a week, and even 
the stock market has broken all records, although we only get 
credit when it goes down. The average factory worker takes 
home $10 a week more than he did three years ago, and 21/2 
million people more are at work. In fact, if the economy during 
the last 21/2 years had grown at the same lagging pace which it 
did in the last 21/2 years of the 50's, unemployment today would 
be 8 percent. In short, we have made progress, but all of us 
know that more progress must be made. That is what we are 
here about. I am here today to talk about the right to work, the 
right to have a job in this country in a time of prosperity in the 
United States. That is the real right to work issue in 1963. In 
spite of this progress, this country must move so fast to even 
stand still. 

SNOWBALLING ECONOMY 
Productivity goes up so fast. The number of people coming 

into the labor market so increases. Ten million more jobs are 
needed in the next two and a half years. Even with this aston-
ishing economic progress, which in the last 18 months has meant 
that the United States has grown faster economically than France 
and Germany, than any country in Europe but two, even with 
this extraordinary economic progress in the last 18 months we 
still have an unemployment rate of five and a half percent, four 
million people out of work. Productivity goes up so fast so many 
millions come into the labor market, that unless we have the 
most extraordinary economic progress in the history of our coun-
try we cannot possibly make a dent in the five and a half per-
cent figure. 

So while we take some satisfaction in what we have done and 
tried to do, this group more than any knows how much we still 
have left to do, and I hope the day will never come, nor do I 
predict it, when the AF of L-CIO will be satisfied with anything 
less than the best. 

WHAT WE HAVE LEFT TO DO 
Four million people are out of work. All of the people who 

opposed the efforts we are making to try to improve the economic 
climate of the United States, who talked to us so long about 

(Continued on Page Four) 

The 72-year-old top Amer-
ican jurist said, in part: 
"What a price we pay for 
this fanaticism! If we really 
love this country, if we truly 
love justice and mercy, if we 
fervently want to make this 
Nation better for those who 
follow us, we can at least ab-
jure the hatred that consum-
es people, the false accusa-
sations that divide us and 
the bitterness that begets vi-
olence. 

HATRED STIMULATES 
SUCH ACTS 

"We are saddened; we are 
stunned; we are perplexed," 
he said. "What moved some 
misguided wretch to do this 
horrible deed may never be 
known to us. But we do 
know that such acts are 
commonly stimulated by 
forces of hatred and malev-
olence, such as today, are 
eating their way into the 
bloodstream of American 
life." 

"It has been said that the 
only thing we learn from 
history is that we do not 
learn. But surely we can 
learn if we have the will to 
do so. Surely there is a les-
son to be learned from this 
tragic event. 

VENOM SPREAD 
INTO WEAK MINDS 

"Is it too much to hope 
that the martyrdom of our 
beloved President might 
even soften the hearts of 
those who would themselves 
recoil from assassination 
but who do not shrink from 
spreading the venom which 
kindles thoughts of it in 
others?" 

Warren was flanked by 
Mrs. Kennedy and her 
daughter Caroline, as he 
spoke out in obvious anger 
at the fanatics who urge vio-
lence and nurture hatred 
among citizens, most of 
whom are sharing a feeling 
of deep guilt at what hap-
pened in Dallas, Texas on 
November 22, 1963. 

EXTREMISTS 
DENOUNCED 

The Chief Justice, now 
white-haired but erect of 
bear i n g, electrified the 
mourners in the Capitol, as 
well as the millions who 
viewed him and heard him 
denounce the extremists who 
would tear asunder the 
United States of America. 
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President Kennedy's Last Speech 
(Continued from Page One) 

socialism and deficits and all the rest, should look at that figure. 
Four million people out of work. And judging from last sum-
mer's statistics, three times that many have experienced some 
unemployment. And that hanging over the labor market makes 
it more difficult for those of you who speak for labor at the bar-
gaining table to speak with force. When there are so many peo-
ple out of work it affects the whole economic climate. That is 
why I think that this issue of economic security, of jobs, is the 
basic issue facing the United States in 1963, and I wish we could 
get everybody talking about it. A quarter of the people we are 
talking about are out of work 15 weeks or longer and their 
families feel it. 

This is a year of prosperity, of record prosperity. 1954 was 
a year of recession. Yet our unemployment rate is as high to-
day as it was in 1954. Last year's loss of man hours in terms of 
those willing but unable to find full time work was a staggering 
one billion work days lost, equivalent to shutting down the en-
tire country for three weeks with no pay. That is an intolerable 
waste for this rich country of ours. That is why I say that eco-
nomic security is the number one issue today. It is not so recog-
nized by everyone. There are those who oppose the tax cut, the 
youth employment bill, who oppose more money for depressed 
areas and job retraining, and other public needs. And they are 
powerful and articulate. They are campaigning on a platform of 
so-called individual initiative. They talk loudly of deficits and 
socialism, but they do not have a single constructive job-creating 
program of their own, and they oppose the efforts that we are 
making. And I do not believe that selling the TVA is a program 
to put people to work. 

JOBS COME FIRST 
There are those who support our effort for jobs but say it 

isn't the number one issue. Some may say that civil rights is the 
number one issue. This nation needs the passage of our bill, if 
we are to fulfill our constitutional obligations, but no one gains 
froln a fair employment program bill if . . . there is no employ-
ment to be had; no one gains by being admitted to a lunch coun-
ter if he has no money to spend; no one gains from attending a 
better school if he doesn't have a job after graduation. No one 
thinks much of the right to own a good home and to sleep in a 
good hotel or go to the theater if he has no work and no money. 
The civil rights legislation is important. But to make that legis-
lation effective we need jobs in the United States. 

Some may say that the number one domestic issue is educa-
tion, and this nation must improve its education. What concerns 
me almost more than anything is the statistic that there will be 
eight million young boys and girls coming into the labor market 
in the 60's who have not graduated from high school. Where 
are they going to find jobs? Which of your unions is going to be 
able to put them to work, eight million of them? But the best 
schools, the best teachers, the best books—all these are of no 
avail if there are no jobs. 

The out-of-work college graduate is just as much out of work 
as a school drop-out. The family beset by unemployment can-
not send a child to college. It may even encourage him to drop 
out of high school to find a job which he will not keep. Education 
is a key to the growth of this country. We must educate our 
children as our most valuable resource. We must make it pos-
sible for those who have talent to go to college. But only if those 
who are educated can find a job. If jobs are the most important 
domestic issue that this country faces, then clearly no single step 
can now be more important in sustaining the economy of the 
United States than the passage of our tax bill. This will help 
consumer markets and build investment demand and build busi-
ness incentives and, therefore, provide jobs for a total addition 
to the economy of the United States in the next months of 
nearly $30 billion. 

TAX CUT NOW 
We dare not wait for this tax cut until it is too late, as per-

haps some would have. On the average, this Nation's period of 
peacetime expansion before the downturn comes leading to a 
recession, on the average, has lasted 28 months, since 1920, and 
32 months since the end of the Second World War. Today we 
are already in our 33rd month of economic expansion, and we 
urgently need that tax cut as insurance against a recession next 
year, and we need that cut where it will do the most good, and 
the benefits mostly will go to those 2 or 3 million people who 
will, out of that bill, find new jobs. But tax cuts are not enough 
and jobs are not enough, and higher earnings and greater growth 

and record prosperity are not enough unless that prosperity is 
used to sustain a better society. 

We can take real pride in a $600 billion economy and 70 
million jobs only when they are underwriting to the fullest ex-
tent possible to improve our schools, to rebuild our cities, to 
counsel our youth, to assure our health, and to care for our aged 
and infirm. Next Monday the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee will open its hearings on a bill too long delayed, to provide 
hospital insurance for our older citizens. These hearings are de-
sirable, but the facts are known. Our older and retired workers 
are sick more often and for longer periods than the rest of the 
population. Their income is only half of that of our younger 
citizens. They cannot afford either the rising cost of hospital 
care or the rising cost of hospital insurance. Their children can-
not afford to pay hospital bills for three generations, for their 
children, for themselves, and for their parents. I have no doubt 
that most children are willing to try to do it, but they cannot. 

And I think that the United States should meet its respon-
sibilities as a proud and resourceful country. I cannot tell wheth-
er we are going to get this legislation before Christmas, but I 
can say that I believe that this Congress will not go home next 
summer to the people of the United States without passing this 
bill. I think we should stay there until we do. 

THANKS LABOR 
Abraham Lincoln said 100 years ago, "All that serves labor 

serves the Nation," and I want to express my appreciation for 
the actions which this organization has taken under the leader-
ship of Mr. Meany, both at home and abroad, to strengthen the 
United States, to support assistance to those who are trying to 
be free, to make it possible in this Hemisphere for labor organi-
zations to be organized so that wealth can be more fairly dis-
tributed. I saw coming in here a housing project of $10 million, 
which the AFL-CIO is putting into a housing project in Mexico. 

This hemisphere is our home and I cannot understand, as I 
read the debates of the Senate, and as I said yesterday, why it 
is possible for the Soviet Union with one-half of the wealth of 
the United States to put as much resources and money and as-
sistance into the single island of Cuba of 6 million people as this 
rich country does in its own backyard for all of the countries of 
Latin America. Can somebody explain that to me? Strength 
abroad and strength at home, and strength abroad and strength 
at home in the final analysis depends upon the vitality of the 
economy of the United States. If we move from recession to 
recession, if we are unable to master our economic problems 
and permit them to master us, if we move into a recession in '64 
and demonstrate that the cycle which has been traditional is still 
with us, if we end up that recession with eight or nine million 
people out of work, what then is going to be said about the Lead-
er of the West? What we are attempting to do affects not only 
your members but all of the people of this country, and all those 
who around the world depend upon us. 

WORLD LEADERSHIP 
The United States is the keystone in the arch of freedom. 

However disappointing life may be around the world, the forces 
of freedom are still in the majority, and they are in the majority 
after 18 years because the United States has been willing to 
bear the burden. There are 1 million Americans serving the 
United States outside its borders. No country in the history 
of the world has a comparable record. No country has ever sent 
so many of its sons and daughters around the globe, not to 
oppress but to help people be free. But we can maintain them, 
we can maintain our commitments, we can strengthen the cause 
of freedom, we can provide equality of opportunity for our peo-
ple only in the final analysis if we provide for a growing and 
buoyant and progressive economy here in the United States. 
That is what we are attempting to do. 

I come here today and I express my appreciation to the AFL-
CIO which, in the 1960's is attempting to do what its fathers did 
in the 1930's in supporting a program of progress for this coun-
try of ours. So we ask your help not next year but now. 

Marshal Lyautey, the great French marshal, went out to his 
gardener and asked him to plant a tree. The gardener said, 
"Why plant it? It won't flower for 100 years." "In that case," 
the Marshal said, "plant it this afternoon." 

That is what we have to do.  
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the support of all Americans 
as he takes the helm of the 
ship of state in times of great 
peril. We in this Union are 
pledged to give that support as 
best we' can and it shall be 
done within our capabilities 
and our limitations. 

The shock of the murder of 
a fine human being and a great 
President must cause us to re-
evaluate our role as Union 
members and citizens and re-
minds us that only through 
fighting together for what is 
right, can we discharge our 
responsibilities to our families 
and to our country. 

Forces of evil grow in our 
Nation. Vicious elements work 
to divide us, to teach us to hate 
one another, and to offer our 
Nation as a sacrifice on the 
altar of the money-gods and 
the power-gods who would de-
stroy us. Forces of good, like 
John F. Kennedy and the fore-
fathers who founded and pre-
served our country, beckon us 
to take up the fight for right 
and human justice for all, at 
home and abroad. We must 
make this fight. 

Our National economy is 
fraught with the growing dan-
ger of an imbalance which 
could topple our free system. 
This must be corrected and 
corrected soon by the Congress 
of the United States. The econ-
omy of the world is imbalanced 
to the point where a majority, 
whose poverty must be re-
lieved, threatens to overwhelm 
the affluent minority. 

Nuclear power in terms of 
potential annihilation of the 
world is an awesome reality 
and overshadows all other con-
siderations. 

One bad slip and it's all over 
—all over the world. The man 
who snatched us from the 
brink of international incinera-
tion is gone but the peril re-
mains. The man who took his 
place knows the peril and how 
to play the odds against it but 
he must have the full support 
and understanding of our peo-
ple if he is to continue to chart 
the course of survival with 
honor. 

This Union and its members 
can help President Johnson in 
many ways. We can alert our-
selves to the real issues of our 
times, think rationally and in-
dependently, take on the hate-
mongers at every turn, and 
vote our honest convictions 
after honest evaluations of fact 
based on common sense. 

It isn't a happy task to write 
such words as Christmas ap-
proaches. Nevertheless, the 
best Christmas present we 
could give to our families and 
our country, is to shake off the 
apathy which breeds selfish-
ness and provides a nesting-
ground for the hate-mongers 
who infect our National health. 

Mrs. Kennedy and her chil-
dren will have a sad Christmas. 
The millions of unemployed 
and their children will have 
a sad Christmas. We who en-
joy the blessings of material-
ism cannot forget the fact that 
there, but for the Grace of the 
Lord, go we. 

Perhaps this Christmas will 
be one which can truly rekin-
dle the spirit of the Prince of 
Peace. We have lost one of His 
finest soldiers. 
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